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2nd Sunday of Christmas 
January 4, 2026 – 10:30am 
Zion Lutheran Church 
Presiding – Vicar Ken Maldonado 
 

We are delighted you are with us today! We are a 
congregation shaped by the liberating grace of God. 

 

We welcome you fully —your questions, your story, your 
whole self. We embrace every person, of every race, 
gender, age, identity, relationship status, ability, and 
orientation. 

 

You are loved. You are seen.  
You are God’s child, and we welcome you! 

 
The Presiding Pastor (P) or Reader will speak the text that is in lighter print. 

The congregation (C) will speak the text in bold print. 
 

Musicians Judy Murphy-flute, Nancy Johnson-keyboards, Barb Stoffers-Cantor. 

 
 

+ WE GATHER + 
 

Prelude – (to center our hearts and minds). 
 

P:  In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  C: Amen 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.  C:  And also with you.  
 

P:  The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

Kyrie – ELW #528: Come and Fill our Hearts (sing 2x) 
 

 
 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.  
C:  Amen. 
 
P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

(Silence is kept for reflection) 
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P: God of life, you promise good news of great joy for all people and call us to be messengers of 
your peace. C: We confess that too often we hoard our joy, our resources, and our 
security. We nurture conflict and build barriers. We neglect the needs of our neighbors 
and ignore the groaning of creation. Have mercy on us. Where we are self-centered, 
open our hearts. Where we are reluctant, give us courage. Where we are cynical, 
restore our trust. Renew us with your grace and give us again the hope of eternal life in 
you. Amen. 
P:  Hear the good news: We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises through the power of 
the Holy Spirit. In ☩ Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed. Sing with joy, for all the ends of the 
earth shall know the salvation of God. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation C:  Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn – ELW #496- One Bread, One Body 
 

 
 

P:  The Lord be with you.      C:  And also with you.  
 
 

Prayer of the Day:  
 
P:  Together we pray. Everlasting God, the radiance of all faithful people, you brought the nations 
to the brightness of your rising. C:  Fill the world with your glory, and show yourself to all 
the world through him who is the true light and the bright morning star, your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

+ WE HEAR GOD’S HOLY WORD + 
 
 



3 

First Reading:  Sirach 24:1-9 
 
1 Wisdom praises herself and tells of her glory in the midst of her people. 2 In the assembly of the 
Most High she opens her mouth, and in the presence of his hosts she tells of her glory: 3 “I came 
forth from the mouth of the Most High and covered the earth like a mist. 4 I encamped in the 
heights, and my throne was in a pillar of cloud. 5 Alone I compassed the vault of heaven and 
traversed the depths of the abyss. 6 Over waves of the sea, over all the earth, and over every 
people and nation I have held sway. 7 Among all these I sought a resting place; in whose 
inheritance should I abide? 8 “Then the Creator of all things gave me a command, and my Creator 
pitched my tent. He said, ‘Encamp in Jacob, and in Israel receive your inheritance.’ 9 Before the 
ages, in the beginning, he created me, and for all the ages I shall not cease to be.  

 
P:  The word of the Lord.          C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 147:12-20 
 
  Worship the LORD, | O Jerusalem; 
  praise your God | O Zion, 
 

  God established peace | on your borders 
  and satisfies you with the | finest wheat. 
 

  God sends out a command | to the earth, 
  a word that runs | very swiftly. 
 

   God gives | snow like wool, 
  scattering | frost like ashes. 
 

  God declares the | word to Jacob, 
  statutes and judg- | ments to Israel. 
 

  God scatters hail | like bread crumbs. 
  Who can stand a- | gainst God’s cold? 
 

  The LORD sends forth the | word and melts them; 
  the wind blows, and the | waters flow. 
 

  Worship the LORD, | O Jerusalem; 
  praise your | God, O Zion, 
 
Second Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14 
 
 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places,  just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the 
world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children 
through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace 
that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace that he lavished on us. In 
Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of 
him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will,  so that we, who were the first 
to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory.  In him you also, when you had 
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with 
the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as 
God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. 
 
R: Word of God, Word of Life     C: Thanks be to God.  
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Gospel: John 1:1-9  
 

P:  The holy gospel according to John  C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in 
the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 
came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people.5  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it. 6 There was a man 
sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all 
might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The 
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord.     C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon – Vicar Ken Maldonado.       (Please be seated) 
 
 

Hymn of the Day:  ELW #510 Word of God Come Down on Earth 

 



5 

The Apostle’s Creed 
 
I believe in God, 

the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession   (Please be seated) 
 

P: Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for our congregation, the church, the world, and 
all who are in need. 

 

(A brief silence, then after each prayer).  
 

P:  Hear us, O God, C:  Your mercy is great. 
 

P:  We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and unyielding love; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.. C: Amen. 
 
Peace  

 

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always.  C:  And also with you.   
 

 

Offering & Offering  Prayer (Please rise as you are able) 
 

P: God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to fill them with good 
things. C:  Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts. Nourish us with the 
abundance of your feast and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 

+ WE SHARE GOD’S GIFT OF GRACE + 
 

P:  The Lord be with you.     
C:   And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts.     
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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P: It is indeed right It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… 
…and join their never ending hymn: 

 
 

Words of Institution 
 

P:  Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord…      ….Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death, until 
he comes again. 
 

C: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 

P: By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that refreshed with this heavenly food, we may be light 
for the word, revealing the brilliance of your Son. Through him, with him and in him, in the 
unity of the holy spirit, all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, forever and ever,  
C: Amen 

 

Lord’s Prayer.  (Gather in the aisle.) 
 
 

Invitation to Communion  
 

(commune those online, then musicians, then the congregation is invited) 
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Communion Hymn:  ELW #496- One Bread, One Body 
 

 
 
 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 

P:  O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your servants. C: 
You gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace. Send us out by your 
Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves, and to share our gifts with all in need. We ask 
this in Jesus’ name. Amen 
 
 

+ WE ARE SENT INTO THE WORLD + 
 

 
 
BLESSING 
 
P:  May the God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to 
the hungry, who sets the prisoners free, ☩ bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN:  ELW #290 – Go Tell It on the Mountain 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL   P:  Glory to God in the highest! 

C:  And peace to God’s people on earth! 
 
P:  Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. 
C:  Thanks be to God.  
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